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Welcome to

Rotorua Festival of Gardens
The inaugural Rotorua Festival was held in 1993 with 80 gardens
on display over nine days, and a mayoral cocktail party in the
Government Gardens. Twenty–eight years on from that first event
we proudly celebrate the 15th Rotorua Festival of Gardens.
The 2021 Festival features over 40 gardens, ranging from
smaller town backyards to large expansive rural masterpieces.
Half of the 2021 gardens on offer are new participants or
involve gardeners who have moved properties to create a new
garden to share. Both beginners and experienced gardeners will
find ideas and concepts for all to Be inspired.
As with previous festivals the participating gardeners offer their
gardens at no charge. Their hard work, vision and generosity
combined will
benefit two local
charities in 2021;
St Chad’s and the
Rotorua Salvation
Army Food Bank.
Enjoy and Be
Inspired
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RFoG Hub – Te Rununga Tea Rooms

Dating back to 1903, Te Runanga Tea House is located within the
Government Gardens and adjacent to Rotorua city centre, Te Runanga
(The Meeting House) combines quaint charm with historical character.
Built as a tea pavilion in 1903, Te Runanga served as a social centre for
spa facilities where visitors could relax early last century.
Te Rununga Tea Rooms
will be the Headquarters
for the RFoG from 12th –
14th November 2021.
Tickets that need to be
“picked up” will be here.
Cash tickets will be
available on Friday and
Saturday from 8.00 am
to 2.00 pm.
12th – 14th November 2021
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Icon Key
This Programme & Guide uses the following icons.
New garden
to festival

Picnic facilities
available

Arts and Crafts
for sale

Plants for sale

Suitable parking
for buses

Toilet

Coffee / food available.
(May need to be booked)

Wheelchair
accessible

Garden Categories
Garden
previously
in festival

New
Gardens

Funders & Sponsors
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Garden Etiquette / H&S

















The gardens will be open from 9.00 am to 5.00 pm, Friday, Saturday and
Sunday.
Please wear your mask, sanitise and scan / sign in before entering the
garden.
Please ensure that your wristband can be easily seen.
All gardeners provide their garden at no charge, please respect the
privacy of their homes.
While the gardeners take every care to make sure you enjoy your visit
safely, gardening is an outdoor activity and you enter at your own risk.
There are water features, uneven ground, and overhanging trees.
We ask you to assume responsibility for your own safety, the safety of
those in your care (children), and your possessions.
Please keep to pathways where available.
No animals to be brought through the gardens.
All goods are Cash Sales.
Please do not take any plant cuttings.
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Tihiotonga

Rotorua Festival of Gardens

A1 Cor & Hetty Schipper, 7 Rostrevor Place,
A truly unique garden with
many variety of plants not
normally seen or recognised.
Cor is an expert on "air plants
& carnivorous plants of New
Zealand". You may miss the
beauty in these delicate
plants, look closely to see
nature's perfect design. A
glass house contains many
varieties of air plants, carnivores and bromeliads. It is said that beauty is in the
"eye of the beholder" come and see Cor's "beauty's" & learn more about them.
Gradient: flat

A2 Rotorua Tree Trust, Mokoia Drive, Tihiotonga
A split level semi‐formal
cottage garden.
Perennials line the paths,
roses and shrubs fill the
mixed borders. A
manicured lawn leads to
steps to the lower
garden with sweeping
views of Rotorua.
The park is free to visit and includes a BBQ, picnic tables and toilets.
Sheep are the eco‐friendly grounds keepers here, so be sure to close
any gates you go through.
12 – 14 November 2021
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Rotorua Festival of Gardens

Gloves on Gardening – Rotorua
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Springfield

Rotorua Festival of Gardens

B1 Raj Kumar, 31 Otonga Road, Springfield
As you arrive it is obvious that
Raj is a rose lover. Roses line
the paths with Buxus hedging
and miniature trees. A water
feature is nestled under the
trees. The house backs on to
Springfield Golf course, which
gives sweeping views of
mature trees.
Gradient: Flat

B2 Cathryn Radley, Parklands, 104 Otonga Road, Springfield
The property was named "Parkland"
for its parklike setting. Purchased in
1910, one of the first houses to be
built on Otonga Road. Our family has
owned it for over 60 years.
A mixture of over 150 rhododendrons,
azaleas & camelias, along with
heritage apples & roses & maples.
The fishpond is home to 56 very large
goldfish with the doves above.
Gradient: Sloping
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Springfield

Rotorua Festival of Gardens

B3 Judy & Robin Thompson, 4 Foley Drive, Springfield
A colourful garden with a man‐
made water feature, full of
plants, Gazebo & Pergola.
A pottery studio has many
garden totems, animals, wall
hangings and mobiles all for
sale. Morning tea, lunch &
afternoon tea available. Group
bookings accepted. Email:
rob.judythompson@gmail.com
Gradient: Medium

B4 Sue & Rick Williams, 123 Springfield Road, Springfield

Sue
&
Rick's
have
showcased many different
trees, maples, camellias and
conifers by placing them in
the charming vignettes you
encounter as you wander
around their garden. The
use of everyday objects adds
whimsy to these scenes.
Gradient: Flat
12 – 14 November 2021
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Springfield

Rotorua Festival of Gardens

B5 Cecilia & John Roper, 6 Utuhina Road, Springfield
A gorgeous garden that
has a steam running
alongside the garden.
Roses, vegetable garden
and green house add to
this peaceful paradise.
Cecelia and John have
dove–coves which
encourage birds. Park
on the reserve
Gradient: Sloping
section

B6 Mary (Sammy) & Bill Lean, 27 Raniera Place, Springfield
This is the garden of a potter with
artistic flair. Sammy & Bill have
created this sloping paradise over
40 years. The walk to the bottom
of the garden is worth the effort.
On your way back up enjoy quirky
pottery dotted around the
garden.
Pottery for sale.
Gradient: Steep
12 – 14 November 2021
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Pomare

Rotorua Festival of Gardens

C1 Vicky Patel, 30 Hathor Street, Pomare
A garden full of scented roses, the
lawn is well loved and like walking
on carpet. A short waterfall into a
pond with good sized fish runs
down the side of the property
while young palms line the other
side.
Makes for a peaceful perfumed
walk around this front garden.
Gradient: Flat

C2 Trish & Bob Adler, 38 Hathor Street, Pomare
Trish & Bob have a
south facing garden
with many varieties
of Ligularias, Hostas,
Hellebores &
Fuschia as well as
other shade loving
plants. A small
variety of Bromeliads
& succulents around
a small pond along with Lilies and other perennials throughout the
garden.
12 – 14 November 2021
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Glenholme

Rotorua Festival of Gardens

D1 Murray Linton Rose Garden, Ward Avenue, Fenton Park
The Murray Linton Rose Gardens
were opened in 1970 and are
named after a former Mayor of
Rotorua who was also a former
President of the New Zealand
Rose Society. The gardens
contain over 1500 plants of
mostly
modern
varieties
including miniatures, climbers &
standard roses.

Gradient: Flat
D2 Kathy Handley, 46a Lytton Street, Glenholme
A delightful cottage garden filled
with perennials, annuals and
roses which line the paths & fill
the perennial borders. A
moderately small site this town
garden follows the contour of the
building. Kathy has shown how
an experienced gardener can
bring a small‐town garden to life.
Gradient: Flat
12 – 14 November 2021
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Glenholme

Rotorua Festival of Gardens

D3 Alison & Alan Wills, 1 Kowhai Street, Glenholme
A well–established garden
with mature trees. Alison and
Alan's garden, new to them,
has hints of English cottage
gardens blended with a kiwi
flavour. Wander around the
herbaceous borders & smell
the roses. An easy walk for
visitors with mobility issues.
Gradient: Flat

D4 Maggie & Peter Bently, 2 Kowhai Street, Glenholme
This is a townhouse where
you will find not just a garden
but a sanctuary. A world of
flowers,
annuals
and
perennials
framing
a
manicured lawn. The pond
adds to the tranquil feeling of
Maggie and Peter's garden
Gradient: Flat
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Glenholme

Rotorua Festival of Gardens

D5 Virginia Mason, 5 Totara Street, Glenholme
Virginia has been in a previous
festival; she's moved from the
country to town and revamped
an older garden. This quarter acre
section shows how a "green
thumb" plants women can
populate her garden with
cuttings, planning and patience
over the past eight years.
Gradient: Flat
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Central

Rotorua Festival of Gardens

E1 Megan Davies, 8 Waiwhero Street, Mangakakahi
This is an older garden
with wonderful bones
that needed to be loved
again. Megan has
brought this inner‐city
diamond back to life
with hard work. She has
updated some areas &
has added a pizza oven
for those summer
evenings. Perennial
borders & mature trees border the garden
with the Mangakakahi stream just behind
the fence. Gradient: Flat

E2 Kuirau Park, Kuirau Street, Central
Check out the natural
boiling, bubbling & steaming
geothermal action
throughout Kuirau Park,
New Zealand’s only free
geothermal public park.
Kuirau Park is free to visit &
located within an easy walk
from the city centre, just off
Pukuatua & Ranolf streets.
Several walkways take you
through the park to see the
crater lake, mud pools, hot springs, & a free thermal foot bath, all set in a beautifully
manicured setting dotted with flower beds and native flora. Gradient: Flat
12 – 14 November 2021
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Central

Rotorua Festival of Gardens

E3 Klamath Falls Rose Garden, Queens Drive, Central
The Klamath Falls Rose Garden is
located in the Government
Gardens, Rotorua & is named for
Rotorua’s sister city in Oregon,
USA.
A popular venue for weddings,
the roses begin blooming in mid–
November & continue flowering
right through until June and peak
over the summer months. The
Klamath Falls Rose Garden is a
very popular destination.
Gradient: Flat

E4 Pauline & John Murray, 2 Korokai Street, Ohinemutu
Pauline and John have a strong
aesthetic and
considered
planting. Clipped azalea hedge
contains a mix of mainly white
and green plantings. Their
garden is filled with perfume.
The front garden has raised
vegetable and herb boxes. Car
parking at the bottom Hospital
car park (across Lake Road).
Gradient: slope & steps.
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Rotorua Festival of Gardens

12 – 14 November 2021

Western Heights

Rotorua Festival of Gardens

F1 Val & Graham Turner, 19a Fairview Road, Western Heights
This is a small front garden in a set
of two flats. Graham has taken a
bare section (this year) and with
planning and some "digging"
started a new garden. He wants
to show how anyone with a bit of
imagination and willingness to
put in the hard work can create a
garden to be proud of.
Gradient: Flat

F2 Joan & Robbie Rogers, 79 Clayton Road, Western Heights
Joan & Robbie have a
small immaculate
garden at the rear of
their house. Robbie is
a “dab hand” at
repurposing items,
their clipped pergola
is an old clothesline.
He has many original
creations to adorn
their garden with.
Gradient: Flat
12 – 14 November 2021
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Kawaha Point

Rotorua Festival of Gardens

G1 Nan’s Place,
Unfortunately, Teresa
& Walter Scheer have
had to withdraw
“Nan’s Place” from
the festival. They use
the fruit & vegetables
grown there for the
residents at Lara
Lodge, a care home.
Care Homes have to
put stronger
measures in place to
protect their
residents.

G2 Barbara HochsteIn & Geoffrey Cox, 11 Manahi Ave, Kawaha Point
A combination of native &
introduced plants nestled
around a large natural feature
rock. Barbara's garden runs
down to the shores of Lake
Rotorua. Lots of areas to sit &
enjoy the ambience. Many
statues are scattered
throughout the garden.
Gradient: sloping
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Ngongotaha

Rotorua Festival of Gardens

H1 aMAZEme, 1335 Paradise Valley Road, Ngongotaha
The main feature is the
1.4 km hedge maze which
has a perimeter planting
of mixed shrubs and rose.
A small animal garden
with rabbits, chooks &
doves can be seen.
Outdoor games & puzzles
complete the family
friendly entertainment.

Gradient: Flat
H2 Sandra & Gary Coppard, 5 Waikutu Road, Ngongotaha
This wonderful garden has
mature trees, shady areas,
sunny areas planted with
perennials. Sandra & Gary
moved here nearly ten years
ago; Sandra transplanted her
treasured plants; you can't
tell that they haven't always
been here with their recycled
pieces turned into garden art.
Gradient: flat
12 – 14 November 2021
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Ngongotaha

Rotorua Festival of Gardens

H3 Liz Montgomery & Jill Farr, 18 Tamaki Street, Ngongotaha
Meander through this
inspirational garden &
Art Shop of exhibits. A
collection of quaint
outbuildings includes a
pottery studio, gallery,
glasshouse, raised
vegetable gardens &
resting shelter.
Recycling of materials
has cleverly provided a key focus. Ongoing development ensures every
available space is creatively & productively used. Artwork & plants
available for purchase Gradient: Flat

H4 Trish Hosking, 19 Rahui Road, Ngongotaha

A
thirty–year–old
garden
created from paddock by the
current
owner.
Features
woodland, perennial borders,
bulbs, picking garden, vegetables
and orchard, clipped corokia
hedges and trees and shrubs.
Trish will be available to answer
questions. Perennials for sale.
Gradient: Flat
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Hamurana

Rotorua Festival of Gardens

J1 Carol & David Sandford, 287 Central Road, Hamurana
As you enter you see that
Carol & David have created an
informal peaceful garden on a
large section. Hostas, irises,
roses and mature trees frame
an expansive lawn. A serene
water feature rests in the
corner of the garden. Carol &
David have a greenhouse &
raised garden that keeps them
in vegetables year–round.
Gradient: Flat

J2 Desley & Trevor Henderson, 442 Te Waerenga Road, Hamurana
Desley & Trevor's garden has
been crafted with passion.
Streams, ponds and paths
wind through areas of bush,
conifers and exotics. There
are many rooms to discover,
places to sit and enjoy the
abundant bird life & admire
an inspiring garden.
Gradient: Gentle
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Hamurana

Rotorua Festival of Gardens

J3 Carol & Paul Shaw, 282 Penny Road, Hamurana
This large rural garden has
many rhododrons, maples
& deciduous trees which
shelter an impressive Hosta
collection. Wander the
garden & find the pond &
waterfall, the extensive
vegetable garden, glass &
shade houses. A sausage
sizzle, asparagus rolls,
cakes, tea & coffee will be
available (Cash only).
Proceeds will be used to
buy tools for children’s
wood / metal area at SPUD Kaharoa.
Gradient: mixed with some steep parts

J4 Tracie Williams, 16 Kaska Road, Hamurana
Growing up my Dad always
kept a beautiful garden,
pottering in it for hours gave
him so much enjoyment until
Dementia took over his mind
& body.
Moving to Rotorua in 2016
became the start of my
gardening passion not only to
follow in my Dads footsteps
to make him proud but
walking around my garden
reminds me of him every day.
Gradient: Flat
12 – 14 November 2021
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Hamurana
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J5 Sigrun & Alan Crowe, 38 Ward Road, Hamurana
'Art in the Garden' is an
apt description of Sigrun
& Alan's garden. Their
garden has many rooms,
ordered formality,
topiary, clipped hedges
and roses abound
everywhere. Attention to
detail is evident. Be
prepared to spend time
in this garden. They will
have the "Shed Art Collective Work Studio" open with art and plants to buy.
Please park on roadside.
Gradient: Flat

J6 Andi Ewen & Gene Rigney, 45 Ward Road, Hamurana
The planting on Andi &
Gene's property has
been completed over
the last 16 years. This
informal garden has a
wide range of native
plants, some exotic
trees and shrubs, and
perennial flowers. It
also features various
labelled unusual plants. The irregular landscape provides different habitats
for diverse growth. Enjoy your visit!
Gradient: Mixed
12 – 14 November 2021
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Hamurana

Rotorua Festival of Gardens

J7 Sue & Stan Lincoln, 581 Hamurana Road, Hamurana
Sue & Stan's garden rambles
& meanders around their
rural property. There is a
large pond, expansive lawns
with mature trees, bamboo,
roses & perennials. Enjoy a
variety of plantings with
garden art created by Stan
throughout the garden.
Gradient: Rolling

J8 Jacqui & Grev Hesketh, 128 Fryer Road, Hamurana
This constantly evolving country
garden is blessed with the
beautiful lake & city views which
compliments the garden. The
partial sloping lawn is surrounded
by camellias, rhododendrons,
hydrangeas & roses to name a
few. Mature trees surround the
property with under planting of
bulbs, hostas, hellebores &
perennials plus a small raised
vegetable garden. NB: Angle
parking on grass roadside verge
Gradient: Sloping
12 – 14 November 2021
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Hamurana
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J9 Kirstine Jolly, Toka Ridge, 128 Hamurana Road, Hamurana
Toka Ridge means
Boulder Ridge.
This is a place to
relax and enjoy
the peace and
tranquillity of this
large garden
which overlooks
Lake Rotorua. The
Airbnb villas are nestled amongst boulders, native
plantings, manicured lawns, and Core‐10 sculpture.
Off road parking.
12 – 14 November 2021
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Tikitere
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K1 Richard Forster, 22 Flemington Drive, Brunswick
The garden is extensive,
south facing &
terraced, expansive
views both over the
lake & internally.
Wandering pathways
lead down the hill to
both exotic & native
plantings. There are a
few stairs & steps
between the terraces
Gradient: Mixed

K2 Fiona & Phil Oxenham, 37 Burwood Road, Tikitere
Park your car opposite the
start of Fiona and Phil's
property. The driveway is
long & allows you to stroll
past the Nandinas, walk
up the gravel steps to the
rose garden & Arbor in
front of the house. Many
perennials are liberally
planted throughout their garden. One of the rooms feature mature
trees & a shade garden. There are many rooms to enjoy.
Gradient: medium.
12 – 14 November 2021
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L1 Shirley & Morgan Donnelly, 30 Fairbank Road, Owhata
Shirley & Morgan’s
garden has expansive
lawns with mature
trees, roses and views
to Mokoia Island.
There is a minimalist
vibe, with white
plantings & structured
trees. Step into the
pool area & the blue
of the pool, the roses & conifers transport you to the Mediterranean.
Gradient: Mixed

L2 Aspen Community Gardens, opp 9 Aspen Place, Owhata
We love & enjoy our garden, lots of
hours & weekends were dedicated
to re–establishing our garden post
lockdown 2021, our garden nursery
didn't survive, lots more weeds
returned. But that didn't deter us,
that's part of being gardeners, so
back into the garden we went,
including the children to plant &
weed our community garden to be
ready to be part of the Rotorua
Garden Festival 2021. Please enjoy
our garden, (don't be shy to pick a few weeds & throw them
in our compost area). Gradient: Level
12 – 14 November 2021
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M1 Roz Finnerty, 38 Iles Road, Lynmore
The promise of what
Ros' garden holds starts
from the front gate. As
you enter there are
camellias, natives, &
hostas intermingled with
garden art & perennials
under plantings. A
vegetable garden
enhances Ros' creatively.
Gradient: Flat

M2 Ali & Phil Painter, 73 Iles Road, Lynmore
As you enter Phil & Ali's garden
there is a magnificent "Bird of
Paradise" at the front door. A
rambling garden terraced with
mixed borders of perennials,
shrubs, roses and vegetable
potagers. The garden descends
to a gully with mixed exotic and
indigenous trees. Children need
to be supervised.
Gradient: sloping
12 – 14 November 2021
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M3 Jeanette & Graeme Blackburn, 60 Lynmore Avenue, Lynmore
An international artist & her
husband with an eye for detail. A
superb garden featuring many
rooms. Clever planting of cycads,
palms, hostas & rhododendrons
in abundance. Two exclusive art
galleries feature original
paintings & prints for sale. This
garden is the most visited garden
in the festival & has been open
to the public for 55 years.
Gradient: Flat

M4 Ingrid & Jan Snyman, 73 Hilton Road, Lynmore
Large mature suburban
garden with a backdrop
of Whakarewarewa Forest.
The garden features 60–
year–old specimen trees
including oak and kauri,
creating a layered and
shady woodland setting.
Stroll the rambling paths,
discover a waterfall, bird
aviaries and over 20
varieties of maples and many special plants to be found.
Gradient: sloping
12 – 14 November 2021
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Welcome to our wonderland
Majestic and magical, the Redwoods Treewalk™ experience is truly a walk to remember.
Suspended high above the forest floor, encounter 75-metre-tall redwoods as you walk
across eco-suspended bridges and platforms intricately designed to honour and
accentuate the stunning natural environment. Regarded by many as one of the best tree
top walks in New Zealand.
Extraordinary by day, mesmerising by night. Welcome to Redwoods Treewalk™.

No appointment is necessary for Haircuts
1219 Tutanekai Street, Rotorua 3010
07 348 9115
12 – 14 November 2021
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N1 Mandy & Hugh Collins, 296 Dobs Road, Waikite Valley
Allow plenty of time to
explore this private
arboretum developed
with passion over 30
acres beside Lake
Ohakuri. The variety of
trees is extensive &
include natives,
conifers, deciduous
trees & rhododendrons
& native wetlands.
Mandy & Hugh love to share their vision and collect
ideas from visitors. Gradient: mixed

N2 Tyburn Monastery, 74 Dobs Road, Waikite Valley
The garden reflects the
nature of the Monastery;
calm, quiet &
contemplative. Devonshire
teas, light lunches are
available with funds going
to Tyburn Monastery.
Please pre‐book for lunch
on 07 333 1826 or
www.tyburnmonastery.co.nz
Gradient level, mixed,
steep & steps
12 – 14 November 2021
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Proud sponsors of the
2021 Rotorua Festival of Gardens.
We are one of New Zealand's leading garden
centres so make sure you include award-winning
Palmers Rotorua in your festival itinerary.
We are Rotorua's plant professionals, so if you're
looking for ideas or inspiration, we can help. We
have an impressive range of plants and all the
advice you need for your gardening success.
We have over 30 working water features on
display and we are Rotorua's largest gift shop,
with a huge selection of gifts, decor and women's
fashion accessories.

The Shadehouse Cafe
Serving breakfast through to afternoon tea, The Shadehouse
Cafe is the ideal setting to stop for a delicious meal, made
in house with seasonal garden produce. Our unique garden
setting and covered outdoor courtyard is the perfect place to
relax after meandering through the garden centre.
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